Safe Food, Fair Food for Cambodia project by Hung Nguyen-Viet et al.
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND
In recent years, Cambodia has seen growing food safety concerns. Development is accompanied by 
urbanization, rapid increases in demand for livestock products and, consequently, rapid changes in 
supply chains, which become longer, more complex, and less transparent. Trust in food goes down, 
often with good reason as the food system develops in a way that provides little rewards for those 
with good practices, but high rewards for those who carry out bad and unsafe practices. 
The Safe Food, Fair Food (SFFF) for Cambodia is a 3.5 year sub-award under the Feed the Future 
Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems and funded by the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). The project proposes two major research areas to tackle the above-
mentioned issues: i) to generate evidence on the health and economic burden of foodborne 
diseases (FBD) in animal-source food value chains important to the poor and women, and ii) to pilot 
a market-based approach to improving food safety that builds on successfully implemented projects 
in Africa and India. Our central idea is market-based, light-touch interventions that are sustainable 
and scalable, changing practice through capacity building and incentives, and provision of an 
enabling policy environment. 
PROJECT OBJECTIVES
1. Actionable evidence on FBD burden associated with animal source foods 
2. Pilot incentive-based approach to improving food safety among ASF traders
3. Cambodian-led Theory of Change for improving food safety
4. Gender and equity research
5. Building capacity in food safety risk assessment, management, communication
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
The overall research method is ‘participatory risk analysis’ to working in informal markets that 
combines risk analysis and participatory learning and analysis. 
A unique aspect of this project is to develop a systematic and structured approach, starting with 
risk profiling and moving to risk assessment and risk management, while investing in risk 
communication and capacity building. 
The project will adopt a gender-sensitive approach in the design and implementation of planned 
activities to ensure that project outcomes and impacts will be gender inclusive. This is because 
gender and equity issues are important along the ASF chain.
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• Greater understanding among policymakers, donors, and the private sector of the multiple 
burden of FBD and their implications for nutrition security.
• Increased openness to promising approaches to improve food safety equitably and sustainably.
• Agreement by Cambodian food safety stakeholders on what will be needed to take evidence and 
innovative approaches to greater scale guided by the LSIL ToC.
• Improved knowledge and understanding of nutrition-gender dynamics in FBD risks and viable 
options identified for increased gender equity in FBD risk management.
• Improved understanding and communication of risks among academics, policymakers, private 
sector and media.
• Improved capacity in researchers, students, government, and non-governmental organization 
(NGO) partners and value chain actors. 
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PARTNERS
RESEARCH METHOD AND APPROACH
The SFFF for Cambodia project is led by the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) in 
partnership with the National Animal Health and Production Research Institute (NAPPRI), the 


































• Systematic literature review
• Risk profiles
• Training in risk ranking
• Stakeholder prioritisation
3. Develop & test solutions for 
wet markets
RCT intervention
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